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PROPOSED CODE CHANGE (Check One) 

 Change to read as follows Add to read as follows  Delete and substitute as follows  Delete without substitution 

 
E3802.4 In unfinished basements and crawl spaces. Where type SE or NM cable is run at angles with joists in unfinished 
basements and crawl spaces less than 4 ft. in height measured from the finished grade to the bottom of the floor joists, cable 
assemblies containing two or more conductors of sizes 6 AWG and larger and assemblies containing three or more conductors of 
sizes 8 AWG and larger shall not require additional protection where attached directly to the bottom of the joists. Smaller cables 
shall be run either through bored holes in joists or on running boards. NM cable installed on the wall of an unfinished basement shall 
be permitted to be installed in a listed conduit or tubing or shall be protected in accordance with Table E3802.1. Conduit or tubing 
shall be provided with a suitable insulating bushing or adapter at the point the where cable enters the raceway. The NM or SE cable 
sheath shall extend through the conduit or tubing and into the outlet or device box not less than 1/4 inch (6.4 mm). The cable shall 
be secured within 12 inches (305 mm) of the point where the cable enters the conduit or tubing. Metal conduit, tubing, and metal 
outlet boxes shall be connected to an equipment grounding conductor. 
 
 

REASON AND FISCAL IMPACT 

The addition of the 4 ft. requirement in the first sentence will permit the installation of cables on the underside of joists in most crawl 
spaces. 
 

REVIEW RECOMMENDATION 

Approve 

Disapprove 

Approve as amended 

Further Study 

 


